
STAAR Night Agenda

INFORMATION FOR

3rd and 4th Grade PARENTS

5th Grade is in the 5th Grade Pod

Sample Questions

STAAR Blueprints

How Parents Can Help 



The STAAR Test

State of Texas Assessment of Academic 

Readiness

Texas Education Agency (TEA) uses the STAAR test to

assess the knowledge and skills students are expected

to acquire during each school year, beginning in 3rd

grade. The STAAR test has been developed to be the

ultimate assessment geared to increase instruction

rigor and measure students’ college and career

readiness.



Promotion Criteria
• Combination of STAAR test scores and yearly 

averages on the report cards for grades 3-4

• For 5th Grade Reading and Math– 5th grade 

reading and math are a part of the Student 

Success Initiative (SSI).  Students who do not 

pass the STAAR Reading and/or Math 

Assessment during the first or second 

administration can attend summer school to take 

a third administration (June 20 & 21). The STAAR 

Reading and Math Assessments are included in 

the promotion criteria for 5th grade students.



STAAR Assessments by 
Grade Level

• Third Grade—Math and Reading

• Math is May 8th and Reading is May 9th

• Fourth Grade—Writing, Math, and Reading

• Writing is March 28th

• Math is May 8th and Reading is May 9th

• Fifth Grade—Math, Reading, and Science

• Math is March 28th and Reading is March 29th

• Math retest is May 8th and Reading retest is 

May 9th

• Science is May 10th



How your student is assessed 
on the Math STAAR test

• Students are not asked straight computation 
problems.

• Most of the math STAAR test requires 
reading word problems, determining what is 
being asked, justifying their reasoning and 
performing calculations to solve the 
problems. 

• Students must read, analyze and problem 
solve with data in charts and graphs.

• Display conceptual understanding.





3RD Grade STAAR Blueprint



Sample 3rd Grade Math 
Problem



4th Grade STAAR Blueprint



Sample 4th Grade Math 
Problem



What YOU Can Do To
Help Your Student in Math

• Instill in your child an interest in math by doing 
math together. Let them see you doing math at the 
grocery store, when cooking, elapsed time, etc.

• Ask questions that invoke thinking in terms of 
numbers and amounts and playing games that deal 
with such things as logic, reasoning, estimation, 
direction, classification, and time. Ask your children 
to explain and justify their thinking! Don’t accept 
yes/no answers.

• Encourage your child to be persistent and to discuss 
problem-solving ideas, to think of math problems as 
puzzles or games.



What YOU Can Do To
Help Your Student in Math

• When your child gets “stuck” on a problem, don’t 
“save” them by providing the solution. Instead, 
suggest using another strategy to find the answer. 
Use questioning and let them talk it through with 
you. Let him/her wrestle with the problem, use 
critical thinking, and persevere to an end solution. 
You will not be by your child’s side on the day of 
testing to act as a resource.

• Let your child know that he/she can be successful
in mathematics. It takes hard work.

• Be sure your child is “fact proficient” - that is, they 
know their basic math facts (addition/subtraction 
and multiplication/division) with automaticity or 
fluency.



How your students are assessed on the Reading 
and Writing STAAR

• On the Reading STAAR students are asked to 

read passages and answer the multiple 

choice questions that follow each passage 

or pair of passages (4th and 5th grade).

• The Reading STAAR is genre based 

containing literary and informational text. 

• On the Writing STAAR students are asked to 

write an expository composition and answer 

editing and revising multiple choice 

questions.



STAAR Grade 3 Reading Blueprint



3rd Grade Reading Sample 
Question

5. The reader can tell that Tama 

is allowed to stay at the station 

because she —

A. cares for other cats

B. walks people to the train

C. sits inside the ticket booth

D. attracts more passengers



STAAR Grade 4 Reading Blueprint



4th Grade Reading Sample 
Question

7. By the end of the story, what can the reader 

conclude about Joey and Jen’s relationship?

A They spend little time together.

B They often fight with each other.

C They share many common 

interests.

D They enjoy playing jokes on each other.



What YOU Can Do To
Help Your Student in Reading

• Have conversations with your child about the books you enjoyed 
as a child and what you are reading now.

• Read and discuss a variety of materials with your child. Make 
predictions about the story and check to see if they are true or 
false.

• Help your child to understand the meaning of new words. 
• Ask who, what, when, where, and why questions about the story 

to help your child understand the main idea, author’s purpose, 
and implied meaning of what is read.

• Help your child make connections between personal experiences 
and the events and characters in a story. Ask if a story is similar 
to other stories and why.



What YOU Can Do To
Help Your Student in Reading

• Have your student practice their reading skills and 
strategies using Istation at home, if you have 
access to a computer with the Internet. This is 
available for 3rd through 5th grade students.

• Read with your child every day for 20 to 30 minutes 
a day and a have short reading conversation by 
asking a few questions about the story.

• Encourage your child to read brochures, maps, 
directions, almost any print they encounter in their 
every day lives. 

• Try to foster a love of reading for your child by 
reading stories and books they enjoy just for fun.



STAAR Grade 4 Writing Blueprint



4th Grade Sample Writing Prompt



4th Grade Editing/Revising Sample 
Question



What YOU Can Do To
Help Your Student in Writing

• After your child reads a book or story have them write a 

summary to tell a friend or relative what the book was 

about. Or help your child write a response to a book to 

tell whether they liked it or not, or to refer it to a friend.

• Have your child keep a journal or diary to write 

messages or notes  to his/her future self about things 

or events he/she wants to remember.

• Help your child with the weekly writing prompts the 

teachers send home.



What you can do to help you child  reach 
his/her potential

• Make sure that your child does his/her homework.

• Encourage your child to work hard and do their best, but 
do not pressure him/her to be “perfect”.

• Keep a positive attitude about tests.

• Provide a quiet, well lit area with as few distractions as 
possible to help your child study efficiently.

• Make sure your child comes to school, unless of course 
he/she is ill.

• Make sure that your child gets up early enough so that 
he/she is on time to school. 

• Let your child relax for a few hours before bedtime, it can 
be stressful for a child to study for hours at a time.



Questions?



Family Math Night
until 7:00

• 3rd Grade families will remain in the café 

• 4th grade families will go to the 4th grade pod

• Math games will be played in math teachers’ 

classrooms

• Each classroom will have different games

• Come and go to classrooms 

• Estimation stations at each grade level

• Estimation for your grade level

• Estimation winners will be announced 

tomorrow morning during announcements



Thank you for attending!



Sample 5th Grade Math 
Problem



5th Grade Sample Reading Questions



STAAR Grade 5 Reading Blueprint



Sample 5th Grade Science Question



5th Grade STAAR Blueprint



5th Grade Science Blueprint


